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Luke xvii. 17, 18. 


And Jeſus anſwering ſaid, Were there not 
ten cleanſed? but where are the nine? 
There are net found, that returned to give 


Glory to God, ſave this Stranger. 


S our Saviour was paſſing 
thro' Samaria and Galilee 
in his Way to Feruſalem, 
we read that ten Men, 


him, and very preſſingly 


implored his Relief. V ben he jaw them, v. 14. 


he ſaid unto them, Go ſhew ycus ſelves unto 
the Prieſts. And it came to paſs, that as 


they went they were cleanſed, by an inviſible _ 


Operation of his Power. It was natural to 
expect, that after this wonderful Cure, for 
which, had it been per fomed the uſual Way, 


the Law required three Sacrifices, theſe 
Men would ſeverally have returned to their 


Divine Phyſician, and given God and Him 
the ſmall Recompence of their heartieſt 
Thanks. But the ſacred Hiſtorian, as if 


aſhamed that human Nature ſhould be ca- 


R pable 


that were Lepers, met 


p 
'F 
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pable of ſuch Ingratitude, paſſes nine of 
them over in Silence, and only tells us with 
an admirable Simplicity, that one of them, 
when he ſaw that he was bealtd, turned 
back, and with a loud Voice glorified Goa, and 
ell down on his Face at His Feet, giving Him 
Thanks : and *be was a Samaritan. And 
Jeſus anſwering ſaid, Were there not ten 


cleanſed? but where are the nine ? There are 


not f und, that returned to give Ghry to 
God, ſave this Stranger. Our Lord very 
juſtly expreſſed a ſort of Aſtoniſhment, that 
a miraculous Favour granted equa ally un- 
to all the ten, ſnould make upon the nine ſo 
much leſs Impreſſion, than upon this one. 
They all united in their Diſtreſs in liſting up 
their Voices, and ſaying, Jeſus Maſter, have 
Mercy on us. They all went together, ac- 
cording to his Direction, to ſhew themſelves 


to the Prieſts. 80 that it is plain, they all 


expected to receive Benefit at leaſt from 
His Advice. How then comes it to paſs, 
that only one of them could be found, that 
returned to give Glory to God ? Emotions 
of Gradtude are natural and ſtrong, at leaſt 
immediately upon receiving an Obligation. 

Theſe Men therefore mult have ſtruggled 
with Nature in ſtifling the Senſe of their 


late difagreeable and painful Diſeaſe, and 


of the ſudden and miraculons Cure, or they 
would certainly have joined in Praiſes, and 
wich one Accord have glorified their Bene- 
taco: Gra- 


(5) 


Gratitude, I ſay, is a warm and active 


Principle. Its firſt Emotions are not eaſily 


yeſiſtible. Men may indeed rid their Hearts 
of this, as of other good Diſpoſitions, by 


neglecting to cultivate, or ſtudying to root 
it out; but leave the Mind to itſelf, and 


it will as naturally acknowledge Favours 
with Gratitude, as it reſents Injuries by 
Anger or Indignation. It is worth the 


while then to know, why ſo few Men 


there are, that have conſtantly a due Sehe 
of the Goodiieth of God? —— Gratitude 
Confiſts in acknowledging a Favour recet- 


ved, in giving Thanks and Praiſes for it, 


MY 7 in returning it to the utmoſt of our 


Ability. The firſt of theſe cannot be done 


with any Decency without producing the 
other two; for the Moment we acknow- 
ledge a Favour, we are obliged in regard 
to our own Credit and Reputation to re- 
turn it. Here therefore Ingratitude begins 
in ungenerous Minds. Unwilling to 
return a Kindneſs by an Equivalent, 
they are cautious of returning it even by 


Thanks, which being in every Man's 


Power, without any Incovenience to him- 


ſelf, the Neglect of it is therefore a higher 
Act of Ingtatitude. But as Thanks are ſo 
eaſy a Recompence, a Man who values 
his Character, or would perſuade himſelf, 
that he is doing right, cannot avoid *hank- 
ing his Benefactor, whilſt the Favour” 


makes 
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makes any Impreſſion upon his Memory. 
Mark then, how the ungrateful Man pro- 
ceeds. He eraſes out of his Mind all Senſe 
or Remembrance of the Obligation. | 
We eſteem this an infamous ConduQ be- 

twixt Man and Man; but thus it is, that 
too many deal with God. Unwilling to 
devote ourſelves to His Service, we with- 


hold from him the Thanks and Praiſes His 


Nature and his Goodnels perpetually claim; 


and to conceal this Ingratitude ſrom ourſelves, 
we commit a much higher Degree of it, by 
wilfully forgetting all his Benefits, or receiv- 
ing them as if they were our Merit, inſtead 
of his Bounty. 

The preſent Solemnity has nothing it is 
to be hoped of this ſort to apprehend. We 
are called upon, by a Royal Proclamation, 
to give Thanks to Almighty God for the 
Suppreſſion of an unnatural Rebellion, 
which threatned us with Popery and Ty- 
ranny, and all the Miſeries that uſually 
attend a Revolution by Conqueſt. Our 
Deliverance was the Lord's doing, and, 
rightly conſidered, will appear marvellous 
in our Eyes. Nature and Reaſon and Re- 
ligioa diQtate upon this Occaſion the moſt 
warm and fincere Acknowledgments, 
Thanks and Praiſes, But leſt any of us 
ſhould like the ungrateful Lepers in the 
Goſpel, forget our Diſtreſſes, becauſe they 
are F paſt, or forget the Hand that relieved us, 

becauſe 
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| becauſe we are ſecure of our Deliverance, 
let us take in every Conſideration, which 
the preſent Time will permit, to excite, en- 
liven and confirm our Gratitude to the great 


Diſpoſer of the Fates of Kingdoms, by 


whom alone it is that Kings reign, and pro. viir 


Princes decree Fuſtice. 
I. Let us review the Calamities Wind 
ly felt, and thoſe we dreaded. 
II. Let us remember the Author of our 
Deliverance, and 
III. Let us conſider, by what Conduct 
we can beſt ſhew forth the Praiſe of our 
God, and make a right uſe of his Goodneſs, 
1. We are to review the Calamities we 
oy felt and thoſe we dreaded. It is hard- 
yp poſſible, that any of us can have forgot 
them; but ſome Men are ſo conſtantly en- 
gaged with Things immediately preſent, 
that any Thing paſt or future makes but 
a flight Impreſſion upon their Minds. 
Thus an intemperate Man will, immediate- 
ly after a dangerous Sickneſs, return to the 
Exceſſes which occaſioned it, and the Pro- 
digal will conſume his Fortune, tho? he is 
very well aſſured, that Poverty and Reproach 
muſt enſue, — Another ſort of Men there 
are, who, perhaps without intending any 
Ingratitude, are miſled by the Emiſſaries 
of an expiring Faction to think, that we 
were really in no danger, or if we were, 


that the W could have been no- 
| thing 


N 
thing like what was apprehended; that 
Popery was only made uſe of to frighten 
the Ignorant, and that, Property being a- 
like ſecure under all Governments, it was 
a matter indifferent, who ſat on the Throne. 
Men who have been taught to reaſon thus, 
and to ſet up their own Opinion azainſt 
Truth, Experience and the general Voice 
of the N ation, it will be difficult to con- 
vince of the Propriety of this Day's Thanks- 
giving. Yet that we actually felt as well as 
dreaded Calamities, they cannot deny, and 
that our Fears were well grounded, the Hi- 
{tory of former Times and the Circumſtances 
of the preſent clearly ſhew. 

What did we not feel, when the King's 
Forces were defeated and ſlaughtered by an 
Army, which from the ſmall Beginnings 
of the Rebellion we had thought of with 
Contempt ? Private Men ſuffered indeed 
throughout this Calamity in the floſs of 
their Friends and Relations; but here the 
Public was loſing almoſt the only Body of 
Men, which the Exigency of Affairs abroad 
had left us to rely on, as Defenders of our 
Safety. All Well-wiſhers to their Country 
were immediately {truck with inexpreſſible 
Terror. The Kingdom ſeemed detence- 
leis, and the Savages, who invaded it, had 
been ſo ſucceſsful in the Practice of a new 
kind of military Diſcipline, that when 
our Veterans arrived, we were in * 

their 


their Courage and Strength. In the mean 
Time the Incendiaries here contrived an 
attack upon public Credit; this did not in- 
deed ſucceed, for the Public was deter- 
mined to ſupport it; but the Miſchief ſo 
far prevailed, as to occaſion a ſtop to'the 
Circulation of Property, and by that means 
the Ruin of ſome, and a general Diſtreſs, 
the ill Effects of which are hardly yet re- 
moved. - After this the Enemy advanced, 
by Marches of a ſurprizing Length, into 
the Heart of the Kingdom, within very 
few Days of the Capital, raiſed a ſort of 
Contributions wherever they came, and 
committed Violences on ſome of thoſe, that 
were heartily diſaffected to the Caule of their 
Leader. Who was there amongſt us at that 
Time ſo brave, as not to fear? or ſo inſen- 
{ible of the Danger, as not to think of his 
own Defence or Safety'? Our Fears were 
indeed, as the Event happily proved, our 
greateſt Sufferings, but as thoſe Fears were 
well grounded and general, they were real 
Evils, ſuch Evils, as Men enter into Socie- 
ty to avoid, and as moſt Men would ſa- 
crifice great Part of their Subſtance to pre- 
Vent. 
From this imperfect Image of the Cala- 
mities we elt, let us proceed to the Dan- 
gers we dreaded. Theſe were the Intro- 
_ duction of Popery and arbitrary Govern- 
ment, the terrible Effects of a Conqueror's 
B | Reſentments 


| 10 
Reſentments, an almoſt univerſal Change 
of Property, and Subjeftion, as a Province, 
toa Power naturally jealous of our Liberty 
and Happineſs: | | 
The Apprehenſions of Popery have been 
laughed at by loofe and deſigning Men. 
It is an eaſy matter to laugh at any thing; 
but certainly if ever there was Room 
to apprehend, that King James the ſecond 
was introducing Popery, there were 
ſtronger Grounds to apprehend it from the 
Family, that claims from him. King James 
the ſecond was under no apparent Obligations 
to the Court of Rome. The Misfortunes of 
his Father had ſent him abroad, and thrown 
him into Acquaintance, amongſt whom he 
imbibed thoſe Principles; but he was nei- 
ther obliged by Gratitude, nor tempted by 
Intereſt, to impoſe them upon his Subjects. 
Yet his Prieſts and his Prejudices puſh'd him 
on to impoſe them, to the manifeſt Ruin 
of his Affairs. Was it probable therefore, 
that a Perſon, who had been bred under 
the Eye of a ſuperſtitious bigotted Father, 
and under the — of the Court of 
Rome, could at once have diveſted himſelf 
of his Prejudices and his Obligations, eſpeci- 
ally after having acquired Power to indulge 
the one and diſcharge the other? We have 
been told indeed, that he had little or no 
Religion. — A ſtrange ſort of Recom- 
mendation this! But had even this been 


true 
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true, Policy would ſurely have inclined him 
to profeſs ours, when he was aſpiring to the 


Crown, and to have expreſſed himſelf clear- 
ly on that Head, in the Declarations he 


publiſhed, which it is well known he did 


not. So that for this and many more Rea- 


ſons, Popery muſt have been our Lot, bad 


this daring Attempt ſucceeded.— And 
what Popery is, we may learn from the 
Reigns of Popi/h Princes in England, from 
the Inquiſitions in Spain and Portugal, from 
the Perſecution of Proteſtants but the laſt 
Vear in Trance, from the Maſſacre of Pa- 
ris, from another of the fame kind in [re- 
land, from that horrid Plot, which we an- 


nually commemorate, and from the con- 


ſtant Approbation thoſe diabolical Practices 
have met with at Rome. 295 

The next Evil we dreaded was arbitrary 
Government. Beſides the Education of the 
Invader, the nature of his Claim and the 
manner in which he came to aſſert it were 
very juſt Grounds for this Apptehenſion. 

He claimed a Crown as his own, by Here- 
ditary Right, againſt the /irongeft Laws, 
that is, he claimed. arbitrary Govern- 
ment; for a Right to a Crown, indepen- 
dent of the Laws of the Land, is a Right 
to arbitrary Power, He encreaſed this 
Dread, by theManner in which he came to 
aflert his exploded Claim. He knew, for 
he complained of it, long betore he left 
| 521 Scotland, 
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Scotland, that all Ranks of Men here 
deteſted his Cauſe, and that it would be 
impoſſible for him to ſucceed by the Incli- 
nations of the. People. This would have 
diſcouraged him had his Deſigns been ge- 
nerous and- favourable to Liberty. But he 
came with an armed Multitude, in ſpite of 
the honeſt Prejudices every whereentertain- 
ed againſt him. And what muſt have 
been the Conſequence, if he had ſucceeded ? 


He would have done as all Conquerors ever 


did, have modell'd the Government accord- 
ing to his own Pleaſure, have treated every 
Oppoſer as a Rebel, and have | boaſted of 
his Clemency, if he did not at once deſtroy 
all, whom he had Reaſon to ſaſpect as his 
Remes. TE | 5 

Indeed we had ſomething more than a 
Conqueſt to fear. For a Conqueror, if he 
has the leaſt Spark of Generoſity, will par- 
don whatever was done to oppoſe his Eſta- 
bliſhment; but this Conqueror muſt 
have conſidered every Reſiſtance as an 06- 
ſtinate Treaſon, he muſt have been full of 
the Memory of all the ſuppoſed Injuries 
done to the Prince, whoſe Succeſſion he 
claimed, he muſt have deteſted the Princi- 
ples, upon which the Revolution was found- 
ed, and he muſt therefore have conſented 
to any Violences againſt thoſe, who upon 
the ſame Principles would have been Ene- 
mies to him, his Government and his Re- 


ligion, 
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ligion, that 1 is, againſt the far greater Part 
Nation. 
Too this Calamity would have been ad- 
.ded the Confuſion that attends a general 
Change of Property. Beſides Confiſcations, 
Forfeitures, Fines and Penalties of every 
ſort, beſides the loſs of all that depends up- 
on public Credit, which he never promiſed 
to ſecure, it would not have been very eaſy 
to ſatisfie rhe rapacious Demands of his 
Attendants. His Army was compoſed of 
Men, who engaged in his Cauſe merely 
upon the proſpect of Plunder, and they 
were commanded by Men of deff perate For- 
tunes, who hoped from the Succeſs of this 
Expedition, either to recover what they 
had forfeited: by Law, or to retrieve what 
they had ſpent in Luxuries, or to gratifie 
their Ambition by raiſing the Wealth and 
Honours oß their Families. What could be 
expected from ſuch an Army thus com 
manded, but univerſal Plunder and Deſo- 
lation? — It will increaſe the Horror of 
this Scene, to conſider what Miſeries na- 


turally attend a civil War, how it diſſolves 


every Tie of Friendſhip, of Honour, of 
Gratitude, and even of Blood. It not only 
engages different Families in the Ruin of 
each other, but frequently cancels in the 
Son all ſenſe of Duty to his Parent, and in 
the Father all natur! Tenderneſs for his 
Offspring It pretends to authorize every 
. | | Violation 
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Violation of Right, and ſeldom terminates, 
*till the Blood of Thouſands has extin- 
guiſhed the conſuming Flame. This muſt 
unavoidably have followed upon the Suc- 


ceſs of the Rebellion. 


But to complete out Miſery, the Power 


that ſupported this Adventurer, with Money 


and Officers, would not have been content 
with a Reimburſement, Giving up Ad- 
vantages in Trade, or reftoring our Con- 
| wag or ſurrendring ſome of our Poſſeſ- 
ns could never have fatisfied an atnbitions 
Court, which for more than half a Cen- 
tury paſt, has made univerſal Monarchy 
her principal Aim. Thefe Iſlands, where 
only true Religion and true Liberty arc 
eſtabliſhed by Law, muſt at length have 


ſubmitted to the Power, that was ſtrong 


enough to impoſe on them a King, and by 
Degrees have been reduced toghe State of 
all Provinces, Poverty and ignominious 


Dependance upon the Conquerors. 


1 have dwelt the longer upon this Head, 
to lay a proper Foundation for Thankſgiv- 


ing, by ſhewing, that our Diſtreſſes were 


| Pſa, exxiv. 
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real, and our Fears well grounded. —Praijed 
therefore be the Lord, who hath not given us 
over for 4 Prey unto their Teeth. ——— The 
ungodly drew out the Sword, and bent their 
Bow, to flay ſuch as are of a right Conver- 


ation; but their Sword went through their 


0WN 


own Heart, and their Bow was broken: Let 
us 
II. Look up to the Author of our Deli- 
verance, through whom we overthrew our Ene. pc 
mies, and in whoſe Name we trod them under, 
chat roſe up againſt us. — The Roman Orator 
and Patriot, when he had been inſtrumental 
in ſaving his Country from a dangerousCon- 
fpiracy, after recounting his own Merits, 
his Vigilance and Services to the Common- 
wealth, freely acknowledges, that it was 
not bis own Conduct, or any human Pru- 13 In 
_ dence, that brought about the Deliverance, © w. 
but the Aid and Wiſdom of the immortal = 
Gods ; and he declares that Man to be ei- 
ther mad, or blind, or wilfully to ſhut his 
Eyes againſt the cleareſt Light, who does 
not perceive in the Management of ſuch 
Affairs the Hand of a ſuperior all- wiſe 
Being. Thus that Light, which is in Nature, 
enabled him to judge of a divine Providence, 
directing all the Events of human Life. 
Whoever therefore contradicts this moſt 
eflential Doctrine of Religion is not only 
oppoſing the Authority of Scripture, but 
bids Defiance at the fame Time to Reaſon, 
Experience, and common Senſe, In the pre- 
ſent Caſe it 1s indeed a ftrange Degree of 
Stupidity or wilful Blindneſs, not to per- 
ceive the Hand of God interpoſing for our 
Oy in the Extremity of our Dangers. 


TR When 


xliv. 6. 


Pl. XXX111, 
10. 
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When our Forces were defeated, nothing 


leſs than an Infatuation, a judicial Blind- 


neſs, could incline the Enemy to deſiſt 


from purſuing the Advantage they had 


gained. If we inay judge from the Panic, 
which that inconfiderable Victory ſtruck 
into the Nation, then ſeemingly in a defence- 
leſs State, it is probable, that had they ad- 
vanced, their Progreſs bad been ra pid, or 
at leaſt our Confuſion terrible But the 
Lord brought their Counſel to nought, and 
made their | Devices to be f none Effet. 


The Succeſs of their Arms he did not 
prevent, for that might have interfer'd 


with the Order | he has, eſtabliſhed in 
Nature, by which every; Cauſe pro- 
duces. it's Effect. But their Hearts he 
naturally ruled and turned Which way 
ſeemed beſt to his Wiſdom, and moſt 
expedient for his People. As the Mind 
of Man can move the Body, by an 
inviſible Impulſe of the Will, ſo the 


Eternal Mind, whoſe Will all N ature is 


for ever obeying, can doubtleſs move the 
Will of Man, by a Power ſomething like 
that, by which Reaſon determines our Will, 
and the Will our Actions. To this Ac. 


count may, without any Superſtition, be 


placed that obvious Miſconduct. of the 


- Rebels 1 in returning, or rather retreating af- 


ter their Victory, —— What then ſhall we 


* 


ay of thoſe farourable Circumſtances of 
Wind 
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Wind and Weather, which at the begin- 
ning of a tempeſtuous Seaſon brought home 


our Forces almoſt unexpectedly, in that 


Day of our Diſtreſs? To what Power 
ſhall we more properly attribute this, 


than to that, which even the Winds and the Mat. vill. 
Sea obey? To affirm it was Chance, 1s to 27- 


lay, that we cannot immediately diſcern 
the Cauſe; and to aſcribe it to Nature, is 
indirectly aſcribing it to God, who made 


and governs Nature. After many 


Delays, unaccountable unleſs we attribute 


them to Providence, this deſperate Multi- 
tude ventured into the Heart of the King- 
dom. They now found the People unani- 
mouſly, and (we have the beſt Authority for 
ſaying it) legally aſſociated againſt them, and 
a powerful Army, which they knew better 
how to avoid than engage, headed by a 
Prince, whoſe very Name inſpired the 
Guilty with Terror, ready to encounter 
and chaſtiſe their Inſolent Rebellion. 
Here again we diſcover the wiſe Diſpoſition 


of that omniſcient Being, who alone &noweth ans. 
the Times and the Seaſons, who retarded their 


March, till the Nation was prepared and 
determined to repel them, who ſent them 


as Inſtruments of his Wrath, and withdrew 


them to manifeſt his Mercy. — TI with 
the Time would permit me to recount ma- 
ny other Inſtances of divine Goodneſs, vi- 
fble "—_ the Reſt of the Rebellion ; 

* but 


| 
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but I muſt leave them to your own grate- 
ful Recollection, and haſten to that ſignal 
Interpoſition of Providence, which is more 


peculiarly the Subject of this Day s Acknow- 


ledgments, that ſurprizing and memorable 
Victory, which, if we conſider it with eve- 
ry Circumſtance, will appear like a Decla- 


ration from He ven, that the LORD ts | 


* King, be the Farth never fo unquiet. 

The Enemy's Flight had been more pre- 
cipitate, than even their Progreſs, and the 
Difficaitics, with which the Purſuit of them 
Was attended, had given them Time to ral- 


ly, and to inveut every Stratagem, which 


the military Skill of their Officers or their 
Deſpair could ſuggeſt for our Deſtruction, 
They were beſides ſuperior in Number, 

— to Hardſhips, and embalden'd: by 
the deſperate Conſequence of a Defeat. To 
this hardy raſh and numerous Army we 
had indeed a brave Body of Men to oppoſe, 

but the moſt ſanguine amongſt us had no 
Room to expect a Victory without a con- 
ſiderable Lois. We truſted to the juſtice 
of our Cauſe, to the Valour of our Men, 

and to the Heroic Character of their II- 
luſtrious Commander; but if the Lord 
himpelf had not been on our Side, that Great 
Prince, and half of his faithful T roops might 
haye laid down their Lives as the Price of 
our Deliverance. It was the Almighty that 
inſpired them with that Zeal for the Perſon 


and 


and Family of their Royal Leader, which 
contributed more to the Glorious Event, 
than even their Diſcipline and Inftruments 
of War. It was the ſame inviſtble Power, 
that filled the Enemy with that Confuſion, 
which the Senſe of Guilt might have pro- 
duced before, but was reſerved to operate 
at this more leaſonable Juncture. — In 


ſhort, it was the LOR P, that fought a- * Ch 


gain the Enemies of Iirael. Great was the 
Merit of our Forces, —— Greater that of 
their Judicious and Intrepid Commander, 
— but the Chance of War and the 
Minds of Men on both Sides were in the 
immediate Diſpoſal of God. It was his 
Almighty Power and his unbounded Good- 
neſs, that almoſt miraculouſly interpoſed, in 


rong 


xx. 29. 


the Behalf indeed of a ſinful People, but leſs 


ſinful than their Enemies; in the Defence 
of a Good King, of an happy Conſtitution, 
and which is more immediately the Object 
of Divine Protection, of the beſt and pu- 


reſt Religion. — Praiſed therefore be the 
Exalted be the , Sam. 


LORD of Habs; 


GOD of the Rock of our Salvation. Let xii. 47. 


us call to mind our Fears and our Diſtreſſes, 
that had we been delivered into the Hands 
of the Enemy, we might at this Time have 
fat down by the Waters of Babylon, and 


Pial. 


wept at the Remembrance of our Sion; and cxxxvii, 1. 


whilſt our Dangers and our . Deliverance 


are fo freſh in our Memories, let us con- 


( 20 ) 
2 exlyil. how joyful and pleaſant a Thing it is, to be 
thankful for every Adoration of the Good- 
_ neſs of God is a ſenſible Improvement of 
the Happineſs of Man. But Thankſ- 
giving as well as Prayers imply ſome Leſ- 
ſon of Duty. Let us then, 


* 


III. Conſider, by what Conduct we can 
beſt ſhew forth the Praiſe of our God, and 
make a right Uſe of His Goodneſs, —— 
The firſt and moſt obvious Direction is, to 
guard againſt the Vices and Sins, that uſual- 
ly attend upon Proſperity, In all Times 
of our Wealth, Good Lord, deliver us! 
Succeſſes are apt to raiſe us above a 
Dependance upon God. It would be 
horrid Ingratitude indeed, 1f this ſhould be 
the Caſe of our late Succeſs, which without 
God, it is ſo much more than probable, we 
=_ had not obtained. Hear therefore the Ad- 
vice of Moſes to the People of 1/rael, when 
he had brought them within Sight of 
peut vii the promiſed Land. Beware, that thou 
1, Ge forget not the Lord thy God, in not keeping 
his Commandments, and his Fudgments and 
bis Statutes, which I command thee this Day; 
leſt wohen thou baſt eaten, and art full, and 
haſt built goodly Houſes, and dwelt therein, 
and when thy Herds and thy Flocks multiply, 
and thy Silver and thy Gold it multiplied, 
and all that thou baft i is multiplied, then thine 
Heart 
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Heart be lifted up, and thou forget the 

Lord thy God; and thou ſay in thine Heart, 
my Power and the Might of my Hand hath 


gotten me this Wealth. But thou ſbalt re- 
member the Lord thy God: for it is he that 


giveth thee Power to get Wealth. 

By keeping up this Senſe of our Obliga- 
tions to, and Dependance upon, God, we 
ſhall ſhew forth his Praiſe in reforming our 


Lives. Let it no longer be faid, that a 
People, who have been the peculiar Care of 


Providence, to whom the divine Protection 
hath ſecured a Religion, beſt ſuited to inſpire 
true Piety.and exalted Virtue, that a People 
ſo ſingularly bleſt live in a Neglect of God, 
a Contempt of his Word, a Prophanation 


of his Sabbath, and an Abuſe of his Name. 


It would be juſt matter of Triumph indeed 
to our Romi/h Adverſaries, to obſerve, that 
the Reformation we boaſt ot in Religion 


hath not yet been effectual to produce a 


Reformation of Manners, that the Purit 
of Faith we profeſs reaches no farther than 
mere Profeſſion, and is manifeſtly too weak 


to reſtrain that Impurity of Heart, which 
molt of us ſo freely indulge, Are we tru- 
ly and warmly ſenſible, that we cannot do 


too much for the God, who hath done fo 
great Things for us, let us reſolve to lay 
aſide every impious Habit and every un- 
chriſtian Diſpoſition. Let Swearing, and 
Drunkenneſs, and Senſuality be no more 

1 men- 


i 
| 
k 


ACTIN — - 


— 


6&1 ers A. "_ n * 1 
1 * 5 E Page = _ 7.7 1 ¾— Vd) {TI one. SS 


2 * 22 * 
mentioned as the Characteriſtics of the Bri- 


tiſb Nation. Our late Calamity will have 


anſwered a great End, if, in Gratitude for 
our Deliveran ce, we baniſh from the Land 
thoſe heinous Sins, that provoked it. 

Next to returning to our Duty to God, we 
ſhall make a right Ute of his Goodneſs, by 
rectifying whatever this Experience hath 
taught us to have been amiſs in our ci or 


facial Conduct. So ſhall we lay aſide eve- 
ry public Contention but for the public 


Good; — We ball abhor and deteſt thoſe 


Pſ- CV, Ss 


Rom. xiv. 


19. 


rr 


Arts of factious Men, by which general 


Diſcontents are raiſed and fornented ; — 
We ſhall never without the higheſt Provo- 
cation, and in the piefent Reign we are in 
danger of no Provocation, murmur fo loud- 
ly, as to give a deluded Enemy the falſe 
Hopes of our being ripe for a Rebellion. 
We ſhall ceaſe to entertain that Bitterneſs 


againſt one another upon the account of 


Opinions either Religious or Political, which 
may flatter an [nvader with the Proſpect of 


Succeſs, by patronizing the Notions of ei- 


ther Party. 
To conclude, whatever our Diviſions at 


other Times be, let us this Day unite in 


praifing the Lord for a general Bleſſing. 
Let our Songs be of bim, and let our talking 
be of all bis wondrous Works, And whilſt 
we magnify him with our Hearts and Lips, 
let us in our Lives follow the Things that 


make 
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make for Peace; and nothing will more 


effectually conduce to that deſirable End, 


than univerſal unſhaken Loyalty to a King, 
whoſe Magnanimity and Juſtice qualify 
him for the Throne, to which his Birth 


and the general Voice of his People have 
raiſed him. 7 5 
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